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\ * the Houſe of Lords, on the Sc- 


„ 1 


| cond Article of Impeachment. | 


My Lon, RS 

= HE Love and Eſteem that every 

: good Man ought to have for : 
| Church, in all manner of reſpects, 


* 


ſo well Conſtituted as ours may 


ſhip's favourable Cenſure in this particular; 
an Action bold and perhaps Imprudent, eſpe- 
EEC 4.2 cially 
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: plead in my behalf, to procure your Lord. 
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erally in theſe nnhappy Times, when the 8 5 
cient Spirit of Chriſtianity is fled, the Me- 
deration, Humility, and Condeſcention of 


leſs, my Lord, that Meekneſs which you ſay 


 haverain'd. Your Lordſhip I hope without 


have left her to the Mercy of her Fanatical M 
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our Modern Biſhops, is turn'd to Revenge 
Cruelty and Avarice ; when to hope for Par- 
don at their Hands, is a more vain and Ro- 
mantick wiſh, than to beg it from a Pagan, or 
a Jew, and it's more dangerous to fall under 
their Reſentment, than into the griping Clut- 
ches ofa Mazarine or a Richlieu; but neverthe- 


proceeds from a Principle of Conſcience and 
Duty, may be as well applyd to a Mem- 
ber of your own Church, as a Schiſmatical 
Separatiſt from it, which makes me Reaſona- 
bly expect to find the happy influence of that 
forgiving Temper my {elf if I Tranſgreſs 
your Lordſhip's patience in defence of a Man, 
your Lordſhip out of Chriſtian Charity would 


Mortification by this Time before your own. iſ 
Palace, ray over the whole Kingdom may per- Wl 
ceivè how Heaven can declare for the Church 
when other helps fail, and thoſe we expected 
to find, as by all the Principles of Honour and 
Conſcience they were oblig'd to be, the moſt 
Zealous Aſſertors of our Faith and Diſcipline, 
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Enemies; thus ſhe has endur'd thoſe violent 
ſhocks, and what ſhe never was before, is + 
now become even popular, thro the occaſion - 
of one Contemptible, and Obſcure, in com- 
pariſon of What this moser e orig * 
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Cares, hi Sufferings, that makes me ſo bold, to * e 
Trouble your Lordſhip with this Letter. Your 1 
Lordſhip conplains of the hard Reflections, 


pn ſome of the Biſhops, as if they were Men of | 
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* 1 go little Modeſty, ſo meanly compliant to the | 
fires of thoſe who carry an Air of ſuperi- 

ie over them, as to Vote againſt the Do- 1 

9 Wrines, which by their ſubſcriptions they are 


bound to defend : this heavy, and I hope un- 
deferv'd Charge, whatever has been the Cauſe, 
is inſiſted on by the generality of the High- 
Church Party, who would act contrary to 
their own Principles in raiſing ſuch Scandals 
on their own Biſhops, if ſupported alone by 
Phantaſtical Chimzras, whether the accuſa- 


ion is a Scandal, or a Melancholy Truth, 1 
Weave to your own Conſcience. I'm fare that 
Fi 2 thing of that Nature could be prov'd, 
be Church is in a worſe condition than ever 
t was under the Ten Perſecutions; for, my 
Lord, open Severity hurts only the external 
1 part of our Church, ſpoils its Beauty, and ren- 
1 ers it leſs {| plendid and gayfull; but Biſhops 
1 are the very Eſſence of our Church, and a 
K Corruption among them deſtroys its very Be- 
„ ing, which, my Lord, as you are a Chriſtian 105 
1 aannot but excite ſome Compaſſionate Idea in 
it its favour. Your Lordſhip cannot but be ſenſi- 
ig ple of the cauſes of Popery, all proceeding 
n from the Corruption of the Biſhops, who at 
\- »Wirſt were ordain'd to be the Bulwarks againſt 


oar, and Schiſm - But alas, my Lord,on thoſe 
g very 


8 ä 1 very 1 ratks 1555 7 1 Lodg EAN tl! 55 
Ee m to annoy us; I wiſh therefore out of a? incereſ 
3 mY _ fr” SH and Hearty Zeal for Chriſtianity, which is fol} 55 
_— Aar concern d, if we conſider that our ownk 
Church is the only one left, which has nat 
degenerated to Idolatry, or Schiſm, that a 
occaſion may be remov'd of ſuch Scandal t 
our Hierarchy in general, as well as reproach® Nt; 
to the perſons themſelves, that theſe uncha- pl 
ritable Suſpicions were ceas'd, and that it Fe. 
may no more be ſaid of our Nation, that we K;. 
were ſo far from Repenting of the Murther of 


1 2 2 Prince, that we try to outvy the Malice of f 
1 thoſe Rebellions, and Crucifie our Saviour a- w 


freſh in the perſon of his Church. Your Lord- 
ſhip is ſuſpicious, that in defending the To- 
f I᷑?exation, ſome ſhonld call you Apoſtates from 
38 your own Order, but in the judgment of In- 
| __ different Perſons, you expect more Chriſtian- 
like uſage. I ſhall not charge your Lordſhip 
in particular of ſo Heinous à Crime, but the 
Church is not obligd to thoſe Sons of hers, 
| V ho maintain the Toleration with more Vi- 
* gour and ſceming Affection, than they would 
| to ſave their Mother from the Jaws of De- 
ſtruction. This may be Interpreted too great 
Partiality to Perſons who really deſerve nei- 
ther the Protection of the State, nor mild U- 
* ſage from the Church. To defend the Tolera- 
2 tion aſter ſuch a mannet is to defend their ſean- 
dalous Schiſm, when they well know how little 
they deſerve it, and how unfortunately the n- 


Culgence is applied; but how frequently are the 
| Dillenters \ 


D Fifſenters encourag 41 in their Schiſms, "wha . 
Bur Biſhops defend their Right tO a Tolerati- 9 ; 5 "RN 
Son, with ſuch vehemence of Argument as can =” "uf 


goceed from no other than a too Favatiable 


Opinion of them. It's pretended by ſome that 
bey have a natural Right to Liberty of Con- 


ſcience, and conſequently it's the higheſt Inju- 


ice to deprive them of it, which is a fair 


2 for Rebellion, when our Governours 


"Ffinding ſuch continual Ingratefull Returns, 
withdraw that Abus'd Favour. ; How this ap- 
Ipears to Indifferent Peiſons, let your 'Lord- 
hip judge; but by Indifferent I mean, 'thoſe 
who are equally inclin'd to ' the Epiſcopal or 


Gene vian Churches, who regard nothing but 
their party Intereſts, Men Born for the Curſe, 
the Plague, and the Deſtruction of Society; 


whether theſe are the Indifferent Per ſons, yout 
Lordſhip mentions, Iknow not, but theſe are 
Ithe fitteſt to paſs judgment on the Actions, 

and Writings of ſome unhappy: Men of your 
Jown Valuable Order: But to leave Re flecti- 
Jons where there is more room for Pity (if we 
Fconſider their miſerable Condition) than Cen- 
ure, I ſhall return to a Candid Examination 
got your Speech againſt the Doctor. Its a 


known Rule in our Law, that no Man ſhall be 
Convicted for Innuendo's, nor is it Reaſonable 


hat a Complication of Innocent Expreſſions 


[Eould, bound up in one common Fagot, a- 
mount to one grand Miſdemeanour, viz, Sub- 
Peron of the Conſtitution. This i is after the 
Method, 
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thod, which made that ever lamented] 
of Sraford, fall a Victim to Rebellious Rage) 
RR : and Phanatical Revenge; but for to laye'th 
ſinking Credit, my Lord, of our Country, 
no more ſuch Infamous Reproaches be caſt in 
our Teeth: it's better, my Lord, to be Arb, 
trarily Choak't, after the Turłiſb manner, with} 
a Bow-String, than thus to be Try'd and Con” 
demn'd by Rumps, Junto's, and packt Com-] 
mittees, of the moſt Sordid, Sanguine, and 
- Revengefull Crew. I am perſwaded your Lord- 
ſhip can find no ſuch Words as are expreſs d in 
the Inditement, in the whole Sermon, tho 
your Lordſhip is pleas'd to ſay the contrary. | 
As for your Lordſhip's digreſſion, concerning 
the Comprehenſion, I ſhall ſay little to it, for 
this Reaſon: My Lord, it's no part of the Im- 
peachment, it was an unneceſſary part in you] 
to meddle with it; the Inditement was too ag - 
| ' gravating, nor had you any occaſion to invent 
8 new Crimes, before the old ones were prov'd 
upon him. What is worſe, my Lord, the moſt Þ 
commendable part in his whole Sermon, ſuf- 
fers this hard Miſconſtruction; you alledge a- 
gainſt him his Reflections on the Comprehen- 
ſion, a deſign, which, at the beſt, would have 
flung down the Pales of our Church, made it 
a common Receptacle for the impureſt Beaſts, 
and Defil'd with Hypocritical Cant, the Sin- 
cere Worſhip of the Living God. The Doctor 
was ſo far from being to blame, that, my Lord, Þ 
you who underſtand the Conſtitution of our 
„„ Church 
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died Reader, I will give him a ſhort, but 
AImpartial account of it: Our Reformation at 9 
Its firſt dawn was attended with none of thoſe 3 
ory” concurring Circumſtances, which made it af 
ich terwards appear ſo deform'd and odious to 
ny the World, the Papiſts entertain'd\ not half 
MJ the Prejudices againſt it, which they Imbib'd 
afterwards; ſcarce any publick Separation 
was made, but they Frequented our Communi- . 
on, and ſeem'd deſirous enough to comply to 
Live peaceably amongſt us, but the infectious 
15. | brood of Calvin, the ſowre Leaven of the Preſ- 
byterian party, could not reſt contented to 
| fce a Church Rais'd without their Aſſiſtance, 
im- to ſuch a pitch of Glory as that her very 
on Enemies ſought her Friendſhip; theſe envious «+ 
22 | RefleQions, ſet them induſtriouſly on work, 
to ſubvert its Foundation, or atleaſt diſturbits 
Settlement, their Emiſſaries, under the Conduct 
oft} of John Alaſco, neſted in our Iſland, nouriſh'd 
ag poiſonous Brood, which too late we en- 
-*"F deavour'd to Extirpate ; their chiefeſt Cla- 9 
mours were againſt Epiſcopacy, an Order your 4 
Lordſnip believes to be of Divine Right, or | 
at leaſt may be ſuppos d to do ſo, if we con- 
fider the Sacred depoſitum in your Hands, 
and what an Obligation you lie under to de- 
fend it. This was not all, but the Authority 
rd. of the Church, in conſtituting things Indit- 
_— > ferent, and making them Indiſpenſably ne- 
u ceffary, was Clamour'd againſt as a Mon- 
r 5 ſtrous 
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things, and an Incroachment on the Liberty 
they Had in Chriſt, to be compelFd to the Oh. 


ſervance of them. This unreaſonable: com- 


plaint took footing, in the Minds of ſome, diſ- 
pos d by their e e \Conſtitution, ſo 
firmly, that they propagated their Cursd 


Principles to Poſterity, and infected the very 
Age we Liye in; an Indulgence afterwards 
gave theſe Indiſcreet Men ſuch an opportuni- 
ty, as proved fatal to the Church and State, 
the Inſtance is freſh in- our Memories, after 
the much Lamented deceaſe of K. Charles, . 
whoſe Life was the greateſt Bleſſing, and his 


Death the greateſt Curſe that the Nation ever 
receiv d; an unfortunate Prince aſcended the 
Throne, but his ſhore Reign was ſo uncom- 


fortable, as Iam willing to draw a Veil over it, 
rather than add any more, but it's neceſſary for 


our purpoſe to obſerve; that in hopes to mol- 


lifie the Hearts of his Subjects. he granted a 


Proclamation for Liberty of. Conſcience for 


the Difſenters, a handle which ſome Men 
took hold of, to kis Ruin; his intent was, if 


poſſible, to procure the like for his own Reli- 


gion, but he found. ſuch Obſtinacy and Diſ- 
_ obedience. in the proſecution of. this pro- 
jet, as will be neceſſary to omit, This gave 
an alarm to the Church party, who ſuſpected 
a deſign to unite the Diſſenters to the In- 


tereſts of the Papiſts, who notwithſtanding 


their, former Animolitics > were willing 1 
| enough nn 


1 


ere in, made them glad of any opportuni- 


to ſtrengthen their Party: Arch-Bihop 
Jeneroft, was a Man ef Piety and had a True 
Teal for the Church, whoſe Welfare made 


him Indiſcreetly promiſe! more for the Diſ- 


ſenters than they deſerv'd, to bring them 
from their new Engagement if poſſible, which 
is the only Rational Account that æan be gi- 


ven of this Action. You know, my Lord, with 
what aſſiduity you courted the HDiffenters 
thro the whole Kingdom. Who alas, had on- 
{ly this baſe Motive, to joyn with the Party 


vhich could beſt protect 9 z-thed? in other 


things they pretended to be Men of Scrupu- 
lous Conſciences, they were ſo far, my Lord, 


from returning to us on a principle of Gra- 


titude, for the Stand we made againſt Popery, 
that they all univerſally complyed with King 
James, Complemented him with their ful- 
ſome Addreſſes ſo extravagantly, as they rather 
ſeem d returning to the Church of Rome, than 
to the Church of Eng land. Cquld, my Lord, 
ſuch a Comprehenſion have been "made that 
they ſhould Renounce their Schiſm, own 
Epiſcopacy to be of Divine Conſtitution, 


and confeſs that the Church had Authority, 


to decree Rites .and, Ceremonies, fornothin 
leſs than this could be confiſtent with the 


Honour, nay Safety of our Church, the A- 
| poliſhing a few Ceremanies, might have 


5.2 1 been 


4 Enos 9245 to i with any method to del "I 
| 18 Me Church; the Fright and Terror abe | 


— 


4 v6 e abb with on oh Side, 1 
and as fooliſhly demanded on theirs, theon-*" 
ly grounds of their Non- compliance being 
the ſuppos d incapacity of our Church 'to. 
deeree Rites and Ceremonies; but to cure fo. 


dangerous a Schiſm, the weakneſs and folly 


of our Diſſenting Brethren might be par- 


don d. But, my Lord, all this would have 


been but little gain to our ſelves, if theſe * 


canting Preachers, who got their Bread by 
ſeducing People from our Worſhip to ſatif- 


fie their devouring Expectations, our own Di- 


vines muſt have ſtarv'd to make room for an 
Infectious Sect of Phanaticks, who would then 
have more occafion than ever to Triumph 
over us, if they would have been content 


to return to their Trades to get an honeſt 


Support by hard Labour. This penance for 


their old Offences, would have been but juſt, 


nor could theChurch otherwiſe have born the 


Brunt of this Comprehenſion. You cannot be 


inſenſible, my Lord, how few and ſmall the 


Preferments for our Clergy are at preſent, how 


unable to keep the greateſt part of them an- 


ſwerable to their Character; that is, allow 


them a comfortable Subſſ ſtance , with the 
Encreaſe of ſo many uſeleſs Divines, ſuch 


inſipid Preachers, our Bread would be taken 
out of our Mouths. andnot we alone ſhould 


feel theſe Miſerable effects, but the Univer- 
ſities too. 1 fee no Reaſon, my Lord, that 
we who have contracted mo Guilt by any 


Impious PI, ſhould periſh, and they 
* 55 ho 
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2 Aekerbe he Juſtice of the T2101 rater 
| Wan Indulgence ſhould be Rewarded with 
the Bread that was given to us. You cannot 
blame the Doctor, my. Lord, if not only his 
Private Intereſt, but the publick Benefit of 


the Church could receive fo great an injury. 


He did well to take notice of ſo ill laid 2 


Deſign, which would have made us as poor 
as if King Edward had Lived, to give Pro- 


tection to his Plundering Countries, to de- 
prive us of that poor Remainder, King Henry 
Was ſo good Natur d to Leave us. Im certain, 
my Lord, that if that Comprehenſion had 
ſucceeded, you had not been a Biſhop, nor 
had the Honour to ſpeak in the Houſe of 


Lords: Daniel Burgeſs might have ſupplied 


: yourLordſhip's place; beſides, my Lord, Arch- 


Biſhop Sazcroft, could not be Excus'd to car- 
ry on ſuch a thing without. the King's Con- 
ſent, nor did he hope for that Glorious 


Revolution as you call it, when he choſe 


rather to loſe fo good preferment than Sub- 
mit to it ; this carries the utmoſt Improbabili- 


ty in its Front. Arch- Biſhop Saxcroft might 
encourage the Prince of Oranges deſcent in 
hopes to ſave the Church from the Ruin, 

he was cautious to provide againſt: But your 


Lordſhip is much miſtaken to think that he 


favour'd the Conſequence thereof, nor did he 
5 deſign to bring to paſs ſuch a Comprehenſion, 
but that he ſaw the utmoſt Neceſſity for it; 
| but as we had no occaſion for their alliſtance, 


. why 
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we were not lng d to fand, to, NY che 


Church into ſuch a Misfortune, which at 
the beſt was but a deſperate Remedy to be 
applyed in deſperate Caſes, It's in vain, my 


Lord, to inſiſt on the altering ſome few 


things to amend them, and the like, when 
your Lordſhip cannot but ſee the Snake lie 
hid in the Graſs, which if not timely diſ- 
cover d might Bite and Sting us to Death. In 
ſhort, unleſs your Lordſhip, or ſome others, 


could perſwade the Crown, to reſtore. what 
the Piety of our Reforming Princes have 
taken away, it would be the moſt inhu- 


man Barbarity, to let in ſuch a Race of Cater- 


pillars to devour our Subſiſtence. This is not a 
Principle of Covetouſneſs, but pure Neceſlity ; 
we cannot Starve, my Lord, nor is it Reaſona- 


ble we ſhould. Any thing elſe we would Sacri- _ 


fice, except the Prerogatives of our Church; 
let it be our caſe, our quiet or contentment; | 
but to Buy theirReconciliation ata dearer rate, | 
would be greateʒ moderation to our Enemics 
than the Scripture enjoyns ; nay, our whole 


Common- Prayer Book ſhould after your Lord- 


ſhips model be diſanull'd, let but the Autho- 


rity of our Church in making 2 new one be 
ſubmitted to, tho' we are ſatisfied that it wants 
leſs amengmets, than ſome of your Lordſhips 
Writings. To fave {o many Souls, we can chartr* | 


tably condeſend to derogate ingratefully from 


the Pious Labours our fore Fathers took in 
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Lord, to your Paragraph, where he will find 
how few things you would have Alter'd, when 
you Ranſack the whole, and make it the moſt 
Incompleat and Incorrect that a Book can be. 
Iam Confident without giving any Offence 
to your Lordſhip, that it has been better De- 


fended than ever Attacked, and may defie the 


Malice and Envy of its Detra&ors to make 
good their Charge. Having thus demonſtra- 


ted the Pernicious effects of this Comprehen- 


ſion, I hope your Lordſhip will at leaſt let 
the World Entertain a better Opinion of the 
Doctor in Reflecting upon it, it's Reaſonable 
to know whom in Caſe of the like Extremity, 
to truſt with the Eſſential prerogatives of our 


church, that they may not be rendred Inſecure 


in the Cuſtody of Latitudinarian Divines; ſuch, 
my Lord, we have amongſt us who would 


make no diftindion between Proteſtants, but 


include into the Number, Turks, Jews, and Pa- 


gan. Oppoſition to Popery is their Criterion 


In other Reſpects. Let them have no Religion 


"Fat all, there is a Portion of Merits in this Caſe 


which ſhall make amends for Infidelity and 


Relation to the Comprehenſion, I ſhall follow 
jour Lordſhip to the Article of Impeachment, 


WU as u that Book; "tho my 1rd was it 
do Defective as you Repreſent it, there is need 
enough of Correction. Your Lordſhip tells us 

at how cheap a rate a Comprehenſion might 
have been Purchas'd. I referr the Reader, my 


itherſm. Having clear'd Doctor Sacheverell in 


85 
r 


"T3550 


theſe, If to comply on all Occaſions with the 
$ Diflenters, both in Publick and Private Af- 
© fairs, as perſons of Tender Conſciences and 
© Piety, to promote their Intereſts at Elections, 
< to Teak to them for Places and Preferments, 
to defend Toleration and Liberty of Conſci- 

* ence, and under the pretence of Moderation, 


to excuſe their Separation, and lay the F ault 


. © Upon True Sons of the Church for carryin 
matters ſo high, Gc. If theſe are the Criteri- 


ons of a good Church-man, &c. I cannot, 
my Lord, find that the Doctor had any Inten- 


tion to Reflect on the act of Indulgence which 


is only applyed Occaſionally. If the Govern- 
ment out of Prudence or Neceſſity, paſs a 


Law in favour of a Seditious and Factious Par- 


ty, Exclaiming againſt the Liberty they Enjoy 
is no Reflection on the Law it ſelf, but the 
unhappy occaſion of it. Twould not ſeem to 
have much of Chriſtianity, to accuſe a Man 
of Inſulting the Adminiſtration of the Queen, 
in complaining of the barbarous Perſecution 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland; by Parity 
of Reaſon, my Lord, the Doctor did not 


blame our Legiſlators, but thoſe Men who 


lead a Right to Liberty of Conſcience, he- 
ther the Government gives it or not; theſe 
are the Men, my Lord, who are ſo far from 


being gratefull 5 ſo undeſery' d a Bene 8 
| - Wn 


the 4 2 n as pon, as 1 Was in 
the other. The firſt Expreſſion your Lordſhip 


produces deſerves not thoſe hard Miſconſtru- 
 Gions which you put upon it: The Words are 


( 17) 
doubted Privilege: But, my Lord, the Actions 
of theſe Men convince the World, how ill it is 
beſtowed, that nothing can excuſe it, but the 
illneſs of the Times; beſides, my Lord, the 
Doctor might not Speak directly againft the 
Td Defenders of Liberty of Conſcience, but thoſe 
„ who will diſtinguiſh themſelves particularly on 
„that Topick; we know that it was not long 
ſince the Addreſs had this diſtinction, to judge 


of England, or the Toleration, for Scrupulous 
Ss Conſciences, as it's now Chang'd, to defend- 
1- ing Her Majeſty's Hereditary Right, or main- 
tf taining Revolution Principles. Parties always 
n- love to have ſome Criterion, ſome Idiom, or 
ch | Phraſe to know one another by; but, my Lord, 
n- it's remarkably Scandalous, that Men cannot 
a} enjoy the Toleration which was deſign'd purely 
ar- for quietneſs ſake, without making it the Cauſe 
oy || of ſtill greater diſturbance; if our Low-Church- 
the | Men have that Zeal, that Love for our Church, 
to | which they pretend, why ought not the Securi- 
lan ty of it, to be as much their care as their Flatter- 
en, || ing its Enemies, in ſo partial a manner? Why do 
ion || they contend ſo much for the Eaſe and Satisfacti- 
rity on of them, while, to their eternal Shame be it 
not} ſpoken, their own Church is Per ſecuted in Scot- 
ho nd, in a much more barbarous manner, than 
he- the Preſbyterian one ever was here? But all rhe 
heſe comfort they ever received from their Low- 
Church Brethren, was Contempt and Re- 
Eproach. Our the ny are the a 

| | 0 


— 


that they Claim it as their due, and their un- 


1 
10 what party they were of, viz. For the Church 
It 


i 


of all Juſtice and Right to themſelves; the Epi- ; 


ſoopal Church and Popery, are excluded from 


the Benefit of what, they ſay, belongs to every | 


Man as his Birth-right, by an Arbitrary way, 
not of begging) but cocking a Piſtol at our 
Breaſt, demanding the queſtion. My Lord, I 
never could ſee that diſtinguiſhing Merit of the 
Diſſenters, why their Conſciences ſhould be 
more Scrupulous than others, if they can dif- 
penſe with thoſe notorious Frailties, Uncharita- 
bleneſs, Hypocriſie, and Deceit. I am not, my 
Lord, an Enemy to their Indulgence, let them 


but confeſs themſelves unworthy of it; nor can 
this, my Lord, be a Miſdeameanour, for either, 


they, or our act of Uniformity, which remains 


ſtill in force, deſerves our Cenſure. Thus, my 
Lord, the Doctor has ated like a True Son of 


the Church, in taking notice of thoſe Falſe-Bre- 


_  thren, who make Liberty of Conſcience their 
Cant, without any regard to the Church, it's 
juit Rights and Liberties; theſe very Men, my 


Lord, can no ſooner catch a Minifter againſt 


whom any Innuendo's could be found, but they 


uſe all the Ill-natur'd Revenge, Spite and Ma- 
lice againſt him imaginable ; from ſuch Falſe- 
Brethren, the Doctor might well fay, Good 
Lord deliver us. Your Lordſhip next lays a 
great ſtreſs on the Doctor's falling foul on the 
Diſſenters, a Charge of ſo ſtrange a Nature, 
that I wonder a Biſhop can inſiſt upon it ; are the 
Diſſenters protected by our Laws, not only in 
their Liberty of Conſcience, but their Chara- 


Eters too? Does the act of Indulgence intitle the 


Favour 


* 


Favour of the Government, inſomuch that they 
muſt be no more Reflected upon? if this is the 
Liberty of Conſcience, your Lordſhip hints at; 
the Doctor ought as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
to proclaim their Faults, with the greater 
Earneſtneſs, has the State ſo great an Authority 
over the Church, that it ſhall Silence our Mini- 
ters, forbid them Preaching up the Duties of 
our Goſpel, and rebuking Offences. I hope, my 
Lord, the Government is not ſo partial to the 
Enemies of our Conſtitution as to ſtop our 
Mouths, or at leaſt, if we do mention them, 
let it be with that Moderation as may manifeſt 
a a particular eſteem for them, and the greateſt 
, | contemptof our own Church. If we following 
4 the Examples of the Moderate Party, beſtow 
oa them a Character contrary to their deſerts, 
1 he them the reverſe of the Doctor's Character, 
] let them be Loyal, Gratefull &c: By parity: of 
ir Argument, my Lord, we are guilty of as great 
» | a Miſdeameanour; the act of Uniformity, ſtill, in 
V ſpite of their endeavours to have it repeal'd, is 
ut an act of our Conſtitution againſt them; in be- 
ey | ſtowing ſuch a heap of nonſenſical flatrery on 
a. | them, do we not reflect on the Legiſlators, ac- 
ſe. | cording to your Lordſhip, who {uppos'd them 
od ill Men in making ſuch Laws againſt them; it's 
- a || inconceivable to me, that Reflecting on the Diſ- 
the || ſenters, ſhould be a derogation to the act of In- 
ire, | dulgence, which ſeems calculated for the caſe of 
the | weak Conſciences; but if, my Lord, the gene- 
in rality come not up to that ſtate of Innocency, 
C2 ia but 
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but deferve our abhorrence of their Actions, 


and their Principles, it demonſtrates the good be 
nature of our Governours, who rather than in- Pl 
jure a few innocent Men, let the majority live in 
to plague and torment us. It's unaccountable th 


to hear a Biſhop of the Church haranguing ſo th 
honourable an Aſſembly, againſt a Member of ec 
it, for abuſing Schiſmaticks, How is the Spirit of in 
Epiſcopacy alter'd? St. Job» rather choſe to | th 
jump out of a Bath, than come near Cerinthus Pe 
a Schiſmatick. But our modern Biſhops are ſo e 
well reconciPd with them, that they move a | ©" 
Court of Judicature to paſs judgment againſt Þ 01 
one of their own Communion, who durft ſpeak en 
the Truth, in oppoſition to their infamous de 
Actions; is this the Moderate way, my Lord? an 
Will not the Diſſenters ſcorn to come into a || th 
Church, whoſe Members are fo corrupted? || th 
They hate and contemn our Treachery to our I 81 
ſelves. . I was not a little amaz'd to hear Bi- || ar 
ſhop Grindal ſo much extoll'd by your Lordſhip; I de 
a Perſon that dy'd under ſuſpicion for his per- B! 
fidiouſneſs to the Church; he betray'd Queen || th 
E/:zabeth into a Toleration of the Diſſen- Ar 
ters, when it was eaſy to have nipt them in the || it 
Bud. An action fooliſh and impolitick on the I Fi 
one fide, and treacherous on the other, and || ar 
may be juſtly term'd the ſource of all the Miſ- Fe 
fortunes we have felt ſince, and which is none of || 
the leaſt, your Lordſhip's Speech on this account. | Y*« 
I cannot be convinc'd what our Reformation || ſp 
owes to that Prelate, unleſs it be all the Confuſi- I 
ons the Church has ſuffer'd ſince, for which we 
| . may 
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may in ſome meaſure be oblig'd to him. How ? 
has the Doctor Reflected on the indulgence the 
Phanaticks now enjoy, in ſpeaking againſt that 
in Queen E/;zaberh*s Reign, both utterly diſtinct; 
the Motives now are quite different from what 
they were then; for the Diſſenters have threatn- 
edus in caſe of denial, which there they were 
incapable of doing. My Lord, it's hard to ſay 
they are Tolerated as Pious, Charitable, 
Peaceable Men; you are the firſt Biſhop that 
ever openly confeſs'd ſo much, in which how r 
ever you excuſe the preſent Age, you Condemn 
our fore-Fathers; my Lord, Men whoſe ex- 


| emplary Life and Conduct, whoſe Gravity, Pru- 


dence and Diſcretion, as well as their Patience 
and Meekneſs, under the worſt of Proſecutions, 
the Slanders of Hypocrites, has recommended 
them to our Eſteem, and made their memories 
gratefull to us, yet theſe Men, my Lord, had 
another Opinion of the Diſſenters, and Con- 
demn'd them in all their Writings, particularly 
Biſhop Mhitgift, a Man much dearer to us 
than AB. Grindall. But your Lordſhip candidly, - 
and ingenuoully enough declares at lait, that 
if you was convinc'd of theſe Men; that their 


Principles and Religion were as bad, as they 


are Repreſented, you would be as much for 
Perſecuting them as the Doctor, & 


Well, my Lord, not to be behind-hand with 


you. If I demonſtrate not that they in all re- 

ſpects, anſwer the Character he gives of them; 

I will conſent that the Doctor deſerves to = 
us 


TU” "a 0 | 
us'd as a Slanderer and Lyer. But I deſire that 
in caſe of acquitting him, your Lordſhip would 


be but as good as your Word. © The firſt is | 


« that it cannot be deny*d, but that tho? they 
« ſubmit to the Government, their Obedience 
g forc'd, and conſtrain'd; and ſo treache- 
& rous and uncertain as never to be Truſted: 
that they are as much occaſional Loyaliſts to 
“the State, as they are occaſional Conformiſts 


« to the Church, and will Betray either, when- 


ever it is in their Power. | 

My Lord, the firſt part of this Charge is too 
true, if we conſider that malevolent Spirit, 
which poſſefles them, we need no plainer proofs 
of their diſaffection to the Government than 
their Inſulting the Queen, when Princeſs; ſhe 
was the {ub ject of all their Satyrs, and their 
Mirth; their continual Plots to keep her from 
the poſſeſſion of it, are ſo notorious, as makes 
me wonder that your Lordſhip can plead in de- 
fence of their Loyalty. I confeſs that ſince her 
Majeſty has been (conſidering their barbarous 
uſage but juſt before) kind to them beyond 
all they could wiſh or hope for. But if we con- 
ſider what banefull influence ingratitude has 
over them, how well they repay'd her Royal 
predeceſſors, and {till ro this day rake up their 


aſhes, but carry their inhumane Reſentment 


with them, beyond the Grave. Why ſhould 
She expect that old Temper eradicated, or their 
Principles changed ? With ſcorn and contempt 
they abus'd King James the Firſt; nor could 
his Son ;expiate ſome Severities us'd againſt 
| them, 


ELD 


chem, with the price of his Prerogative ; nay 


nis Blood was not ſufficient, but they Celebrate 


his Martyrdom annually with their impious 
Hymns of Praiſe to heaven. Then, my Lord, 
with what aſſurance can you ſpeak in defence 
of them, when that indulgent Unkle of the 
Queen who now Reigns, ſpar'd their Lives 


E which they had juſtly forfeited, to give them an 


opportunity to Take his own. What is ſtill 
worſe, engage his Son in the horrid Guilt of 
parricide : But the Rye-Hoaſe-Plot, their ſending 
for Mozmonth to depoſe his Brother, met with 
a like ſucceſs, till the reſtleſs Spirits could not 
reſt, till they had ſhew'd their Loyalty to him 
too in the ſame manner, as they did to his pre- 
deceſſors; this is, my Lord, a Compendious 
ſtory of their honeſty, and gratitude in thoſe 
Reigns; why then may we not draw the ſame 
concluſion from the ſame premiſes ? The Queen 
herſelf, every day hears her Father abus'd; if 
they had any Reſpect for her, they might be ſo 
civil as to uſe him like a Chriſtian, if their Loy- 
alty and Gratitude, which they are ſo eminent 
for, will not allow him to be a King; thus, my 
Lord, we have ſo ſhort an experience of their 
Loyalty, (no longer than five Years) and their 
Rebellion all Europe has been witneſs to, from 
the very infancy of Faction. Since, et her Ma- 
jeity draw but the little finger of her Favour 
from them, they call her Tyrannical, and Op- 
preſſive. D' Foe {hall Publiſh his Shorteſt way 
with the Diſſenters, to inflame the Nation, and 
all expreſs their readineſs to depoſe her : _ 

this 
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dal be it ſpoken, it's a Doctrine of our foreign 


. ; 
this was their carriage, but a few Years ago, 
what reaſon have we, my Lord, to conclude 
otherwiſe of them than Apoſtates to the State, 
all ſenſe of Honour, Conſcience, and Religion 
2aly, That nothing but a ſottiſh infatuation can 
ſo far Blind our Eyes, and our Judgments, as tc 
make us believe that the ſame cauſes ſhould not 
produce the ſame effects, that the ſame Latitu 


dinarian and Republican notions, ſhould not 


bring forth-the ſame Rebellious conſequences : 
We need go no further, my Lord, than that 
theſe ſeditious Tenets were the ſame, which 
diſſolvd the Conſtitution once before, and 


brought her Majeſties Grand-Father to the Block, 


an Inſtance, my Lord, ſo unparallel, for the Im- 


pudence and Barbarity of it; as I Challenge 


28 to produce ſuch another: But our Iſland has 
een very fortunate for ſtrange inſtances, eſpecial- 
ly this and another I ſhall not name. Thoſe very 
Principles Mr. Hoadley maintains, are but ſtollen 
from thoſe admirable patterns of 48. and the 


ſame by which they excus'd all their Villainies, 


are not the ſame maintain'd, by all the Diſſen- 
ters at this time? Did not they ſuck in the Re. 
ſiſtance in their Infancy, the firſt nurſes Calvin 
and Beza, tho? in ſome places they are contra- 
dictory? Yet, my Lord, they are the firſt that 


ever broach'd it. If it was a dubious, a con- 


troverted point, my Lord, it would be more ex. 
cuſable, but ſince it was never publickly de- 
fended before the laſt two Centuries, to our Scan- 


Reformation; thanks be to God, our Church 


abhors 


| 5 


( 25) 


abhors it; but Republican Notions were al- 
ways peculiar to Phanaticks; they were the per- 
ſons who RebelPd againſt King Charles the Firſt, 
We have their Writings to witneſs againſt them; 
and their Actions ſince, are ſo notorious, my 
Lord, that it's prodigality to conſume more pa- 
per on this Subject. I thought no Man ignorant 
of their villanies; but fince your Lordſhip diſ- 
owns the Accuſation, Ican only refer your Lord- 
ſhip to Hiſtory; perhaps you never Read an 
account of their proceedings, or it's impoſhble, 
unleſs you are an Infidel, not to believe them 
nal guilty of what is laid to their Charge. But tocaſe 
your Lordſhip's patience in peruſing this Trifle, 
1 ſhall conclude with my Prayers to Heaven, that 
it would change our condition, in renewing the 
perſecutions of the Roman Emperours, rather than 
ro ſuffer the Church to be betray*d by her Sons, 
er nouriſh'd in her Boſom, to deſtroy her. I am 


* 1 ; 


mY Jour Lordſhips moſt 
es fl- » 
* Obedient, but ſorrowful 
i 15 Son and Ser pant. 
tra- . 
hath 
on- wanna pudet hac opprobria vobis 
2 Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 
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10 THE 


Occaſion d by his Lord(hip's Speech on the 
Second Article of the Impeachment. 
OTHING eg chan ſuch acauſe as this, whict 
relates to the welfare and Profpertty of our Coun: 
try and Religion, could provoke me to ſo wide a 


breddion your Lordſhip's Patience, as to Trouble your Lord: 
ſhip. with this Letter; but I aſſure you, my Lord, that thi 


proceeds not from any diſreſpe&, either to the Character you 
bear of a Catholick Biſhop, or any contempt of that Good. 


will and Affection your Dioce s has for you; but an earneſt 


deſire to ſet matters in a true liglit, to vindicate our Confeſſot 
Dr. Sacheverell, from the ſuſpicion of being a Factious, and 
Seditious Man; to his Conſtancy, my Lord, we own all 
that ſecurity which we now enjoy, an entire diſappearance of 


thoſe fears and ſuſpicions we entertain'd of the Danger of 


the Church; in ſhort, my Lord, his Sermon has rather 


8 > 1 than rais'd any Diſturbance amongſt us. Your Lord 


ip cannot take it ill of my Hands, or have the worſe Opi- 


nion of me, if | pay a gratefull acknowledgement, to a per- 
n who has ſo ſtedfaſtly maintain'd the Truth; to procure it 
_ dfible, your Lordſhip's more favourable conception of his 
weeedings, and in your next Speech, a moderation of that 
h Cenſure you paſs upon him in this; you ſeem ſenſible, 
Lord, of the diſadvantage you lie under, to Speaka- 
| gai nſt 
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Fe e 
gainſt a Clergy. man, more particularly, as being fo lately 
call'd to that Order, and ſo unworthy of it; this, my Lord, 
{ know to be true; and nothing leſs than a fine Speech could 
make amends for ſo unpopular an Action; eſpecially ſince 
your being ſo lately call d to that Order, that is, ſince the odium 
the Biſhop's have contracted by giving their Votes againſt 
their own Church, has caſt a Reflection on all in general; 
tho? ſome without doubt want neither Honeſty, Prudence, 
or Courage, to defend her in times of Extremicy. But the 
unhappy Coolneſs, and Indifference of ſome has made che 
generality ſo ſuſpected, that Men have wholly caſt off that 
decent reſpect due to their ſacred Office; therefore, my Lord, 
you muſt thank your own Brethren, it but upon your ap- 
pearing in a buſineſs of this nature, Men too uncharitably 
judge of the fincerity of your Intentions. It's eaſy to take 
the moſt Impregnable Town, if the Governours of it are 
ſupine and negligent; it's the ſame with us, my Lord, the 
Church is rendred not a little inſecure, when her Enemies can 
procure her own Biſhops to be againſt her, God forbid that 
hick I ſhould have ſuch I houghts of your Lordſhip. But ſtill, 
oun- as 1 ſaid before, you lie under a diſadvantage. on their ac- 
de aff count; not only on theirs, my Lord, but it's no ſmall hinde- 
ord- rance, that the very Clergy-man you ſpeak againſt, is a Man 
t thief Innocent in all reſpects, unleſs it be guilt to expoſe Hypo- 
- youſſ criſy, Profaneneſs and Ingratitude; unleſs it comes under the 
ood notion of a Crime, to charge the Diſſenters with their Im- 
rneſti gone enmity to our Church, and their unwelcome returns 
or the T oleration act. If this, my Lord, is fo unpardona- 
and ble, I muſt confeſs that he is involv'd ſufficiently in this 
all guilt ; but if ir can be prov d, that this is all that his Enemies 
de of can alledge againſt him, truly he may expect your Lord(hips 
r off Favour notwithſtanding. It's a known proverb, my Lord, 
cher that it's an ill bird which defiles it's own Neſt; but to caſt 
,ordfl odious colours on our whole Church in general, the moſt 
Opi- eminent Biſhops and Governours of it, who in all their 
per- Writings, cxpreſs theirabhorrence of this monſtrous Schiſm, 
re if to defend the Diſſenters, while their cauſe is fo deſperate, 
* his] that they are aſham d to defend it themſelves ; to lighten the 
that] burden of their ſhame and guilt ; and to perſwade the People 
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that the Toleration is not ſo much the effects of the Go- 
vernments clemency, as a full and clear conviction, that they 
have merited that, and thrice” as much; this certainly is the 


fulleſt and cleareſt Commentary on that Proverb, of any that 
Lever heard. In future Generations, if our inquiſitive 
Children after us, ſhould enquire the occaſion of that Pro- 
verb, it may be anſwered ; ſome Biſhops who contemn'd, 
and deſpis d their Mother Church,; who preferr'd thoſe Re- 
bellous Sons, who ſought her Diſtruction, who ſought their 

eſtruction before the Honeſty and Integrity of thoſe, who 
expos d their Lives and Fortunes in her Deſence, were 
the oceiſion; this, my Lord, will be a reproach to you 
all, tho? perhaps it might ſpring from true Moderation, 


- but ſtill my Lord, as Poſterity will never probably feel 
the benefit of it, they will the more readily ſuſpect ſome 
* deceit at the bottom. But to return to our defence, we will 


Examine what your Lordſhip lays down, as the grounds of 
your proceedings againſt him; then lay them open to the 
Publick view, to judge whe her the Doctor has merited this 
great Honour, to be Condemn'd ſo Solemnly, and ſo Un- 
juſtly, by four Biſhops of his own Communion; he is 
Charg d in the Second Article, for maintaining that the To- 
eration granted by Law, is Unreaſonable, and the allowance 
of it Unwarrantable ; this is laid down by the Commons 


againſt him, Your Lordſhip pretends, if not to tell where 
the expreſs Words are, yet at leaſt the Innuendo's, tending 


that way ſo plainly, as are ſufficient to convict him. The 
firſt of theſe Inſtances is this, That he is a Falſe-Brother, 


with relation to God, Religion, or the Church, who de- 
fends Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience ; this your Lord- 


ſhip ſaies, he does aſſert in ſo many words. But I never ſaw 
but one ſentence produc'd, to prove and maintain this In- 
ſtance ; which very Sentence muſt by a ſtrange ſort of an 
innuendo be conftru'd thus. That to make defending Li- 


berry of Conſcience the Criterion of a True Church · man, is 
to ſay, that the Toleration now granted by Law, is unwar- 
rantable. Thus, my Lord, it will never make out that 
Charge; for Liberty of Conſcience is a more extenſive Term 
than barely to include the preſent Toleratiog Act; which is 

| en 
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fis more than the ſuſpenſion of ſome penalties; but the £ 


Diſſenters have not even now that Liberty of Conſci= 
ence, which is pretended. The Act of Uniformity, and 
the Teſt impos'd on thoſe who have any place, is not only 
a brand of Diſtinction, but a Perſecckion againſt them. The 
act of indulgence, is but an alleviation of the Puniſhment of 
their Schiſm ; ſo far is it from being an Eſtabliſhment, or 
giving them a compleat Liberty of Conſcience. We know 
that ſome Propoſals have been in the Parliament, to take off 
the Teſt, and it lately met an happy repulſe in Ireland; it 
mult be therefore ſome grievance to the Phanaticks , or why 
ſhould they be ſo deſirous, nay impetuous to have it repeall'd; 
beſide, my Lord, ſome extend Liberty of Conſcience far- 
ther ſtill; they mean by it a Latitude for all Diſſenters hat- 
ſoever, for they think it Inconſiſtent with a perfect Liberty, 
that the Church ſhould retain the leaſt marks of Superiority 
over them; againſt thoſe who plead for ſuch an unreaſona- 
ble Liberty, the Doctor directs his Sermon; for why ſhould 
he mean the act of Toleration, which only lightens the bur- 
den, but does not take away totally the perſecution againſt 
them. | always thought, my Lord, (but as I am but a 
Man, I may Err as well as your Lordſhip, ) that Laws 
which were made toabridge a particular Sect of Men, on the 
account of Religion, of thoſe privileges their fellow Sub- 


jets enjoy, Was ſome breach of Liberty of Conſcience ; 


thoſe therefore, my Lord, who plead for ſuch a Liberty, 
cannot be true Church-men ; becauſe the Church cannot ſub- 
ſiſt without theſe acts. Againſt theſe, does the Doctor in- 
veigh without mentioning the act of Indulgence. I have pro- 
ceeded thus far; if your Lordſhip wants Satisfaction in this 
point, I refer your Lordſhip to the Letter to the Biſhop of 
Lincoln, which is too tedious to Repeat. The ſecond inſtance 
is. That he calls Arch-Biſhop Grindal, a Falſe Son of the 
Church, and a perfidious Prelate, for deluding Queen Eli- 
z4beth into a Toleration of the Genevian Diſciplinez this 
inſtance, my Lord, as I hinted before, bears no Relation to 
the preſent Toleration; nor yet, is the Doctor guilty of 
ay diſreſpect to the Biſhops in general. But, my Lord, it 
that Prelate was no Son of the Church, bur a betrayer of it; 
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lf be believed none of thoſe Eſſential Points, which diſtin 
guiſh our Church from © chiſmaticks , he no longer can claim} | | 
the leaſt ſhare of our Reſpect. (My Lord,) outward Com Jppr 
munion alone does not make them True Members of ourpilla 
Church, but an hearty ſincere aſſent to it's Doctrines. liſher 
Arch- Biſhop Grizdal was one of thoſe, who Care for noJorw 
thing in our Church but its Preferment, the Doctor was versyFer t 
mereifull to his Memory, to ſpeak fo mildly of him. I won Miſe 
der your Lordfhip ſhould call him an excellent Prelate, un Frac 
leſs his pretended Moderation could make amends for Hy erat 
pocriſy and Treachery. The third Inſtance, is his makingſhar 
it the Duty of the Superiour Paſtors, to thunder out theiqhat 
Eccleſiaſtical Anathema's, againft perſons entitled to the be Phu 

nefit of the Toleration; the Concluſion you muſt draw fromnd 
; this, is, That for the Biſhops to preſume to Anathematize thoſq; por 
4 _ Whom the State has Tolerated, is to reflect on the act ofpx o- 
Tooleration as unjuſtifiable; how forc'd, bow conſtrain q All 
! does this come; fo far from the natural conſtruction, thaor 
nothing can be farther from it; how, my Lord, are EccieFons 
ſiaſt ical Cenſures, and Civil Penalties ſo confounded ? is it in 
conſiſtent, my Lord, that thoſe who are proſecuted after en. 
Spiritual manner, may be free d from humane Puniſnment us 
May not the State, my Lord, ſpare them on Politick MoJmy 
tives? But ought this to reflect on the Church; which youggys t. 
Lordſhip I hope cannot aſſert to be fo far dependant on thſhal 
State, as not to have the Power of Excommunication, left abFhis 
| ſolutely to her. This, my Lord, is an open attack on the Chriff® fi 
ſtian Religion; this is barbarous to Rob her of the on“ c 
Firerogative now left, and Judas like to cry hail Mothes“ 
h Church. But, my Lord, for our Honour, deſiſt from this“ 
9 Do not mock us with the name of our Church, with tag“ 
meer Shadow, and take the very Subſtance away. Fuſs 
your Lordſhip would make us believe that the Suſpenſions 
of ſome few Penalties, on the part of the Civil Power is 4“ 
 Ecrene to protect Schiſm and Faction, or any other immora 
practice from the Cenſure of the Church; if, my Lord, fo 
inſtance, an act of Parliament ſhould be promulg'd againſt 
prophane Swearing or Drunkenneſs; if the contagion ſhoulg 
be fo far ſpread, as to become Epidemical. The dreadiu 
| apprehenſio 
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om q pprehenſion of Tumults and Diſorders ſhould incite the Le- 
ourpillarure for the peace and quiet of the Nation, to make ano- 
aer act for the Suſpenſion of theſe penalties; would thence 
noJorward, (my Lord,) Swearing and Drunkenneſs, be un- 
veryfer the protection of the Government? Would it be a high 
von Miſdeamenour, to Exhort the People againſt. theſe lewd 
un Practices? Is not this a parallel caſe with the a& of To- 
Hy ration? The matter thus ſet in a True light, it appears 
kinghhat if theſe are Crimes, and, obnoxious to the State, 
theiſhat then, my Lord, the Diſſenters are the Eſtabliſke 
e be Church; and it's they who ride Triumphant over our Ruine, 
frompnd Perſecute us in Maſquerade ; they only make us their 
thoſÞport and their Deriſion, and they may Sarcaſtically ſay to us, 
& ot ore veſtro vos condemnamus; for thoſe who are the very 
ain'dAll that makes us a True Church; thoſe who were deſign'd 
thafior the Protection of her from her Adverſaries, are the Per- 
ccle ons who themſelves Condemn us. But your Lordſhip is 
it infloubly unjuſt to Dr. Sacheverell, firſt, in diſtorting his 
frer Senſe, ſecondly, That on ſuppoſition, that he did mean 
zent ks your Lordſhip ſays, that he was guilty ; the Latter, 
Mofmy Lord, I have endeavour'd to demonſtrate; the other 
youfys to your Lordſhip's inſincerity, in quoting his Words, I 
n thilſhall now treat as briefly as poſſible: The Doctor begins 
fr abJhis laſt Head in this manner. Now what ſhould be the re- 
Chrif* ſult of this long Diſcourſe, but that if, we bear any true 
on concern for the intereſt, Honour and Safety of our Church 
lotheſ® and Government, we ought Stedfaſtly to adhere to thoſe 
this“ Fundamental Principles upon which it is Founded, and 
th th“ upon which their Security alone depends, and conſequently 
Ful“ that it highly behoves us, cautioully ro Watch againſt, to 
enſioſſ mark and avoid all thoſe that Treacherouſly deſerve them; 
er is J“ and indeed it would be both for our advantage, as well as 


ne 


moral“ their Credit, if ſuch Men would throw off the Maſque, 
d, fo quit our Church of which they are no True Members 
Barn! * and not fraudulently ear her Bread, and lay in wait for her 
(houvig* 


Ruin, purloin her Revenues, and ingratefully lift up their 
heels ag uintt her, for then we ſhould be one Fold under 
one Sheppard. &c, He proceeds: Our Couſtitution can 
be maintain'd by no other Principles, but thoſe on which 
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Let us therefore, (as we are tinhapp 
nres of St. Paul's misfortue, to have our Church in pexils a 
4 mongſt Falſe-Brethren,) follow his Example and Candu8 
Is you ſee the whole Scope of his Paragraph is again 
FPiſe Brethren, not thoſe who are out, but in our Com: 
munion. Therefore, ſaies he, to keep off the contagion of 
£ Schiſm, let us have no fellowſhip with theſe works offi 
Darkneſs, les our Superior Paſtors do their Duty, Ge Yo 
REINA fee, my Lord, that he adviſes theſe Cenſures to be Inflicte 
on thoſe Falſe-Brethren, who Eat our Bread and betray u 
and why, my Lord, is he to blame? An over-prevailing 
cuſtom cannot change the Reaſons of God and Evil, whi 
are Eternal; and, my Lord, it's hard to Condemn him far 
ſpeaking Eternal Truths, ſuch as all the Eloquence of 3 
moderate Biſhop ſhall never shake: Good God! That: 
- Miniſter ſhould be Reprov'd for Preaching againſt theſe works 
of Darkneſs, Perfidy and Ingratitude, Vices, my Lord, which 
have almoſt pull'd down, but not built up a Church like ours 
Nor can another Poſition of your Lordſhip's have better ſuc 
ceſs. That the Biſhops are bound under pain of being Cen 
ſur'd themſelves, to relax the Diſcipline of the Church, whe 
the State thinks it proper, a ready way to over-run the Church 
with Hereſies, Schiſms and Prophaneneſs; eſpecially when the) 
threaten an Inundation to the manifeſt danger of all that's dex 
to us, but out of reſpe& for your Lordſhip's Caſe, I ſhall dell 
with only this Petition, which I humbly offer to your Lord 
ſhip, that among other Crimes, ſuch' as to ſpeak againſt Er 
tour, Schiſm, and Falſe- Brotherhood, his offering up hi 
Prayers tõ God Almighty, a Duty as indiſpenſably Necellary 
ndl s the Doctrine of Paſſive: Obedience, may not again be urg 
by your Lordſhip as an aggravation of his Guilt. _ 
Por this J humbly conceive, was never thought a Miſde 
meanour in a Criminal, aſcending the Gallows, and the 
$27 deny ing the unfortunate Doctor that privilege, is puttiog 
„dim out of the protection of Heaven. 1 am neverthele!s 
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